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Soil Moisture Dynamics of Armeniaca sibirica Plantation at Different Time Scales
in Loess Hilly Region of Ningxia and the Influencing Factors

HAN Xinsheng'*, XU Hao', LIU Guangquan®, CAO Yang®
(L.Institute of Forestry and Grassland Ecology, Ningzia Academy of Agriculture and Forestry Sciences, Ningxia Key Laboratory
of Desertification Control and Soil and Water Conservation, Research Center for Ecological Restoration and Multi-Functional
Forestry of Ningxia, Yinchuan 750002, China; 2.China Institute of Water Resources and Hydropower Research, State Key
Laboratory of Simulation and Regulation of Water Cycle in River Basin, Beijing 100038, China;
3.College of Forestry, Northwest A&F University, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100, China)
Abstract: [ Objective] To clarify the effects of meteorological factors on soil moisture in different hydrological
years and temporal scales, in order to provide a scientific basis for integrated management of soil and water
resources under the background of climate change. [ Methods] The apricot plantation in the semi-arid loess hilly

region of southern Ningxia was taken as the research object. In the growing season from 2018 to 2023, soil
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moisture characteristics of the 0— 100 cm soil layer were continuously monitored by the soil moisture sensor. The
response characteristics of soil moisture to meteorological factors such as precipitation, temperature, solar
radiation and relative humidity were analyzed. [ Results] The average precipitation in the growing season in wet
years, normal years, and dry years was 597.7, 428.5 and 298.1 mm, respectively. The volumetric soil moisture of
the 0— 100 cm soil layer in the growing season was 19.69% , 16.67% and 11.88%, respectively. The monthly
variation of soil moisture increased first and then decreased in wet years, and decreased first and then increased in
normal years and dry years. The diurnal variation of soil moisture was wavy, 'u' type and 'w' type in wet years,
normal years and dry years, respectively. The seasonal variation pattern of soil moisture in different hydrological
years all showed a relatively stable period from April to May, and a frequent fluctuation period from June to
October. In general, from wet years to dry years, for the vertical spatial pattern of soil moisture, the depth of the
rapidly changing layer gradually increased, the active layer increased first and then decreased, the sub-active layer
gradually decreased, and the relatively stable layer gradually appeared. From wet years to the dry years the
correlation between soil moisture and temperature gradually increased, the correlation between soil moisture and
solar radiation and potential evapotranspiration increased first and then decreased, while the correlation between
soil moisture and relative humidity changed from positive to negative, and the correlation between soil moisture
and saturation vapor pressure deficit gradually weakened. The interpretation rates of meteorological factors on soil
moisture changes gradually increased, which were 29.2%, 44.8% and 61.5%, respectively. At the daily,
monthly, and growing season scales, the effect of precipitation on soil moisture changes gradually increased, the
meteorological factors entered by stepwise regression analysis gradually decreased, and the interpretation rate of
soil moisture changes gradually increased. [ Conclusion ] Soil moisture dynamics and the influencing factors vary
with different hydrological years, time scales, as well as soil layers. Soil moisture decreases significantly in dry
years. For restoration and management of plantations in the future, the drought resistance characteristics and
adaptability to environmental factors of tree species should be taken into account.
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Fig. 5 Correlation analysis between volumetric soil moisture and meteorological factors in wet years, normal years and dry years
*1 AEHBRETEASERSBESKEFHNZESEASH

Table 1 Stepwise regression analysis of volumetric soil moisture and meteorological factors at different time scales

7 : VSM. . VSM .. VSM,; . VSM,; . VSM,; . VSM,.

R K AT o
FIKAE(n=398) SWC=0.070ESR—5.145PET+1.203WS—0.618T,,,+0.974T+18.811 0.292 <<0.001

o KA (n=428) SWC=-0.608T+0.007ESR+24.627 0.448 <<0.001
I A KA (n=428) SWC=-0.097RH—0.364T—0.511WS—1.811VPD+0.327PET +24.732 0.615 <<0.001
(n=1254) SWC=-0.688T,,,,+0.031ESR—3.717VPD+0.054Py;— 0.071IRH-+0.496 T— 1.126 PET +27.624 0.231 <<0.001

HRE (n=41) SWC=-0.683T+0.053Px: 1 23.237 0.535 <<0.001
R (n=6) SWC=0.026Py.+4.744 0.907 <<0.01
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Fig.7 The variation of monthly average volumetric soil moisture with soil depth in wet years, normal years and dry years
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Fig. 8 Correlation analysis between monthly mean volumetric soil moisture and meteorological factors
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Fig. 10 Correlation analysis between volumetric soil moisture and meteorological factors in the growing season
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